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Week of April 30, 1990 


STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA 
EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT: FEBRUARY 1990 


WASHINGTON -- Employment on nonfarm payrolls was higher in 
February 1990 than a year earlier in 47 states and the District of 
Columbia, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. 
Department of Labor. Unemployment rates were lower than a year 
earlier in 27 states. The national unemployment rate for civilian 
workers was 5.8 percent in February, not seasonally adjusted, 
compared with 5.6 percent a year earlier. 


Because the data for individual states and areas are not 
adjusted for seasonality, comparisons in this release are limited 
to changes from the same month a year earlier. Over-the-month 
comparisons may be affected by seasonal changes and thus could 
present a misleading picture of underlying economic trends. 


Unemployment 


Seven states experienced over-the-year declines of 1 
percentage point or more in their unemployment rate. The largest 
reduction was in Louisiana (2.4 percentage points). Seven states 
had over-the-year increases of more than 1 percentage point. The 
largest were in the New England states--Rhode Island (3.6 points), 


New Hampshire (2.1 points), Massachusetts (1.9 points), and 
Connecticut (1.7 points), followed by Pennsylvania (1.4 points) and 
Delaware and Michigan (both 1.3 points). 


February unemployment rates were at or below 4 percent in 
five states--Nebraska (2.8 percent), Hawaii (3.1 percent), Maryland 
and North Carolina (both 3.9 percent), and South Dakota (4.0 
percent). Unemployment rates were 7 percent or higher in 10 
states, including Alaska (8.8 percent), West Virginia (8.4 
percent), and Michigan (8.1 percent). (See the map.) 


Of the 257 metropolitan areas for which February data are 
available, 34 had over-the-year decreases in their unemployment 
rate of 1 percentage point or more, and 52 had increases of that 
magnitude. Forty-one areas had rates at or below 4 percent, and 
58 had rates of 7 percent or higher. The lowest rates were in 
Lincoln, Nebr. (2.0 percent) and Raleigh-Durham, N. C. (2.2 
percent). The highest rate was in McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, Tex. 
(23.7 percent). (See table 3.) 


-more~- 
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Employment 


Payroll employment, as measured by the monthly survey of 
nonfarm establishments, rose by 2 percent or more in 32 states 
between February 1989 and 1990. Nevada continued to have the 
largest percentage job gain (9.3 percent), followed by Idaho (7.5 
percent), Washington (5.6 percent), Alaska (5.1 percent), Utah (4.6 
percent), Oregon (4.3 percent), and Hawaii and Kentucky (both 4.2 
percent). The three states with over-the-year employment losses 
were all in New England. 


Every state reported over-the-year employment gains in 
services, and nearly all had increases in trade and government. 
Over three-fourths of the states had higher employment levels in 
construction; transportation and public utilities; and finance, 
insurance, and real estate. Over half reported employment 
increases in mining and manufacturing. 


-more~- 
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Table 3. Unempleynent rates by state and selected netropelitan areas 
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Table 3. Unemployment rates by state and selected metropolitan areas-Continued 
(Persent) 
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: Includes interstate portion of area located in adjacent on the standardized procedure for sub-state estimation. 


state. p * preliminary. 
= Data are obtained directly from ths Current Population NOTE: Data refer to place of residence. Estimates for 1989 
Survey. have been benchmarked to 1989 Current Population Survey annual 
Beginning with data for November 1989, labor force and averages and may differ from data published earlier. Except in 
unemployment estimates for New York City and the Los the 11 states and 2 areas available directly from the CPS, 
Angeles-Long Beach metropolitan area are based directly on the estimates for 1990 are provisional and will be revised when new 


CPs. These current estimates are not strictly consistent with benchmark information becomes available. See the Technical 
estimates for April 1988 through October 1989, which were based Note. 
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Week of April 30, 1990 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--MARCH 1990 


The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers 
(CPI-U) rose 0.5 percent before seasonal adjustment in 
March to a level of 128.7 (1982-84=100), the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor reports. 
For the 12-month period ended in March, the CPI-U 
increased 5.2 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and 
Clerical Workers (CPI-W) increased 0.6 percent in March 
prior to seasonal adjustment. The March 1990 CPI-W level 
of 127.1 was 5.2 percent higher than the index in March 
1989. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.5 
percent in March, the same as’ in February. Over two- 
thirds of the March advance was due to increases in the 
indexes for housing and apparel and upkeep. The rise in 
the housing component was largely the result of a 1.0 
percent increase in homeowners ' costs; partially 
offsetting this advance was a decline in household fuel 
prices. Motor fuel prices turned down in March, and 
coupled with a decrease in automobile purchase costs, were 
responsible for the decline in the transportation index. 
Food and beverage prices continued to increase--up 0.4 
percent in March--but by less than inthe preceding 2 
months. Each of the other three major expenditure groups- 
-medical care, entertainment and other goods and services- 
-registered the same increase as in February. 


# # # 





Week of April 30, 1990 


The first union of federal employees was formed by New York 
City letter carriers in 1863, according to "Labor Firsts in 
America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 


# # # 


The first national women's labor organization was the 
Daughters of St. Crispin, formed in 1867 by women who made shoes, 
according to "Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department 
publication. The union lasted until 1878. 


# # # 
The first national black labor organization was the Colored 
National Labor Union, formed in 1869, according to "Labor Firsts 


in America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 


# # # 
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